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while Barakat and myself were sitting in 'Abd-Allah's KTiawah,
a groom entered to give the prince the daily bulletin of his
stables. 'Abd-Allah turned towards me, and enquired whether
I would undertake the cure. Gladly I accepted the proposal
of visiting the patient, though limiting my proffer of services to
a simple inspection, and declining systematic interference with
what properly belonged to the veterinary province. The prince
gave his orders accordingly; and in the afternoon a groom,
good-natured as grooms generally are, knocked at our door, and
conducted me straight to the stables.

These are situated some way out of the town, to the north-
east, a little to the left of the road which we had followed at our
first arrival, and not far from the gardens of'Abd-er-Rahman
the Wahhabee. They cover a large square space, about 150
yards each way, and are open in the centre, with a long shed
running round the inner walls; under this covering the horses,
about three hundred in number when I saw them, are picketed
during night; in the daytime they may stretch their legs at
pleasure within the central courtyard. The greater number were
accordingly loose; a few, however, were tied up at their stalls ;
some, but not many, had horse-cloths over them. The heavy
dews which fall in Wadi IJaneefah do not permit their remain-
ing with impunity in the open night air; I was told also that
a northerly wind will occasionally injure the animals here, no
less than the land wind does now and then their brethren in
India, About half the royal stud was present before me, the
rest were out at grass; Feysul's entire muster is reckoned at six
hundred head, or rather more.

No Arab dreams of tying up a horse by the neck; a tether
replaces the halter; and one of the animal's hind-legs is encircled
about the pastern by a light iron ring, furnished with a padlock,
and connected with an iron chain of two feet or thereabouts in
length, ending in a rope, which is fastened to the ground at
some distance by an iron peg; such is the customary method.
But should the animal be restless and troublesome, a fore-leg is
put under similar restraint It is well known that in Arabia
horses are much less frequently vicious or refractory than ir;
Europe, and this is the reason why geldings are here so rare,
though not unknown. No particular prejudice that I could
discover exists against the operation itself; only it is seldom